 Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Report prepared for the Murton Parish Council meeting 
on May 8th 2024

This Report concentrates on the results from a meeting we had with a group of CYC officers on April 29th.  The Group consisted of Alison Cooke (Head of Strategic Planning Policy), Alison Stockdale (Principal Strategic Planning Policy Officer) and John Roberts (Strategic Planning Policy Officer).

1.  The key to the subsequent discussions, the Group proposed a radical reorganisation of the Main Submission document. To be the most helpful as a planning tool, they suggested using our wording of the Policies (Section 6} but formatting it into the distinct sections of introduction, justification, policy and intention.

2.  As part of this exercise, they suggested using our baseline information about the Parish (Section 4) as a supporting annex to be referred to. This can be drawn upon in applicable planning applications, as necessary.

This suggestion is something we have been concerned about and having experimented with it in detail , we recommend that the suggestion is accepted.

3. The Group has produced a draft of our Policies document in the new format on which we commented (May 7th 2024)

4. The Group, also offered to produce all the maps. The spatial boundaries relevant for our designations such as Local Green Spaces and important buildings need to be marked up on separate copies of the Pariah map which will be provided and the Group will digitise for us. for inclusion in the plan.

5. There are a number of supporting documents to submit alongside the Neighbourhood Plan which need some updates prior to Submission. 
 
· Strategic Environmental Assessment / Habitat Regulation Assessments – when the content of policies is agreed, the Group will update these documents to append to our Submission. At this stage, the conclusions of the reports continue to indicate that there are no significant (negative) impacts which would require any further reporting. The Group will also ensure the references to the SEA/HRA documents reflect the latest conclusions of the NPPF, 2023 edition.
· Consultation statement- The group will review our document and send any comments back to us.
· Basic Conditions Statement – The group will come back to us with any suggested modifications, including aligning it with NPPF 2023. 
 
6. Next steps and Timescales
The Group would like to support the Submission of the Neighbourhood Plan by the end of June. This marks the ‘transfer’ of responsibility for the Plan’s production to the Council, although it will still collaborate with us as the Submission progresses. A Submission at the end of June would enable the Group to take a report to the Copuncil Executive in September. The Executive report will seek to obtain a decision to go out to the formal Submission consultation, led by the Council, on MPNP and subsequently proceed to its Examination. The timescales for the Examination are dependent on the Examiner and whether they choose to undertake this by written representations only (usual approach) or face-to-face. On the basis of this, the projected indicative timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan is:
 
· End of June 2024 – Formal Submission of the Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents from the Parish.
· Mid September 2024 – Local Plan Working Group and Executive’s consideration of the Neighbourhood Plan and the Officer report recommending consultation and proceeding to Examination.
· October /November 2024 – Submission consultation, led by the Council. Also appointment of an independent Examiner in conjunction with the Parish.
· December 2024/ January 2025 – Examination
· January/February 2025  - Examiner’s report
· April  2025 – Referendum (subject to successful Examination)
· May 2025 – Executive endorsement of Neighbourhood Plan (subject to successful referendum where 50% of more of voters vote ‘yes’ to Neighbourhood Plan)
 
The Group considers that the timetable is achievable. However, should the timetable slip, the dates above will move accordingly. Also, if the Examination takes longer for any reason, the following timescales will move.
 
7. The Group has offered to meet the Parish Council at a forthcoming Parish Council meeting.  The Group will confirm whether June is achievable. However, the Group would like to receive the next round of correspondence from our Local Plan Inspectors before this, to ensure that they can programme this in and for it to be as relevant and helpful as possible. 
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