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Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Report to the Parish Council, October 9th 2019

1. City of York Local Plan
The examination of the City of York Local Plan, submitted in May 2015, but then subjected to criticisms by the two independent Examiners, may begin in late November - early December 2019.
2. Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan.
It may be appropriate to remind ourselves of what is expected of us before we submit our Neighbourhood Plan to the City of York Council and the subsequent steps that we need to take following that.
(a) We have to prepare the following documents:

(i) The Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
(ii) A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)   
(iii) A Habitat Regulations Assessment  (HRA)
(iv) A statement showing that we have met the basic conditions 
(v) A consultation document describing how we have consulted residents and stakeholders
We also need to produce a brochure and a letter from the Chairmen of the Parish Council and Working Party  to send to all residents outlining the Plan and givin them an opportunity to comment
The SEA and HRA are weighty and detailed documents and have to be submitted to show that we are, in any of our policies, NOT harming the environment or habitats within a 15km distance (plus any effect on the Humber Estuary).  If we are unable to prove that we are not harming them, then we have a duty to show how and steps to mitigate the harm. 
Our drafts of the HRA and SEA show that our policies will do no harm to the habitats and environment within a 15km radius or the Humber Estuary.


(b) So far we have prepared:
(i) A draft of The Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan’  It has the following sections:
A Foreword from the Chairmen of the Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
Section 1  Introduction
Section 2 Preparation of the Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Section 3 Aims
Section 4 The Neighbourhood Plan: Its context and General Data
Section 5  Community and Stakeholder Engagement 
Section 6 Local Green Spaces
Section 7 Policies
Section 8 Community Actions
Attached is a more detailed description of the Contents
(ii) A draft of the Strategic Environment Assessment
(iii) A draft of the Habitat Regulations Assessment
We have sent all three to the CYC. CYC has commented in detail on the Plan.  We have addressed all their concerns except one, a suggestion to amalgamate Sections 7 and 8 which we are not convinced is the best route. 
In a recent visit we went through all the policies in Section 7 in detail and sharpened them up. The next step will be tidy up the document, checking data, preparing a list of diagrams and photos we need, etc.  It is likely that CYC will look through this for us before the formal submission, known as pre-submission.
(c) Our next steps and the route to completion
If it is of any comfort, we have probably done the most difficult thing, putting down on paper the drafts of the three key documents described above.
(i) The next step is to continue to prepare the 5 documents in 2(b) above and send them to the CYC.  This leads to what is called the pre-submission, the Regulation 14 consultation.  Informally we should be in agreement with CYC and they will have checked that we are compliant with the Local Plan.
(ii) The Regulation 14 consultation takes 6 weeks.  It is then we send the brochure and covering letter to all the residents and CYC will also write to businesses and other stakeholders.  The big documents described above will be available to those who wish to read them via our website and printed copies will be available from the Clerk.  We will also arrange a Drop-In in the Church.
(iii) We will collect comments and adjust the Plan accordingly and submit what is known as the submission to the CYC explaining why we have accepted or not the comments
(iv) Following the submission, CYC takes over and will publicise the Plan (Regulation 16) and send it to an independent Examiner who will check that our Plan is in concordance with the NPPF and that we have, for example, publicised the Plan and consulted properly.
(v) Then CYC arranges a referendum.  We need to have more than 50% of the vote agreeing with the Plan for it to become valid.
We are attaching to this report
1. A list of contents in the Neighbourhood Plan
2. A copy of the draft of Chapter 2 which outlines the information above about pre-submission and submission
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